
Did you know?
The Philco Radarettes
The “Rosie the Riveters” of radio production during WWII 

In June 1943, sixty young women, selected among the very top high school students in 
Philadelphia, were awarded industrial scholarships and enrolled in Temple University’s 
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences and trained as Philco Radio and Television 
Corporation research and production laboratory technicians. 

Their curriculum consisted of 40 hours of mathematics, physics, electricity, radio, 
television, radio laboratory technique, electrical drafting and production processes. 

Nicknamed the “Philco Radarettes”, they were the first group of women trained 
specifically for industry jobs at Temple University.

Source: Temple University Archives
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Philco produced radar equipment, among other items, to support the War Effort. 
It was likely that the Radarettes were involved in production of radar equipment.

Philco suspended all commercial operations during WWII to support the war.
During the war, Philco’s plants earned 21 Army-Navy “E” awards for excellence in production of war equipment. 



Philco ran a series of morale-building ads such as these throughout WWII. 
Philco also made larger prints of the cartoons available at a nominal fee to readers of the ads.

Chapter 4: Diversification and War – Philco Library

https://philcoradio.com/library/index.php/philco-history/chapter-4-diversification-and-war/
https://philcoradio.com/library/index.php/philco-history/chapter-4-diversification-and-war/
https://philcoradio.com/library/index.php/philco-history/chapter-4-diversification-and-war/
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